
Believe Part 27: Vintage Love                                               

John 15:1-17 
 

 

 

  

 

Jay began the lesson today with an image of the Napa Valley in California (his old stomping 

grounds); row upon row of grape vines producing the vintages for which that area has become 

so well known.  As the title of the lesson today implies, the vintage that we as disciples of Jesus 

should be known for is His Love that we give to others freely (John 13:35). 

 

Jesus’ statement as recorded in John 15:1 would have resounded as a strong blast of thunder 

to all of Israel who heard it; “I am the True Vine…”  As Jay pointed out, the Jew would 

immediately be reminded of the imagery of Psalm 80:7-19 

 Israel is pictured as a vine uprooted from Egypt (the world) and transplanted in the 

Promised Land; a place that He had meant for them from the moment He’d called them 

as a people  

o Genesis 12:1-3 

 God takes an idolater in a pagan city, a worshipper of false gods as all 

those around him, and in mercy and grace, picks him to be the father of 

the faithful 

 God tells Abram to leave his family, his culture, all he knows and go to a 

land he’s never seen and promises to make this childless man the father 

of a multitude 

o Genesis 17:1-8 

 God again promises a child of his own from the Sarai (soon to be called 

Sarah) from whom nations will born, one in particular, and a Savior would 

eventually come 

 God changes his name from Abram (father of a multitude) to Abraham 

(father of nations) as a sign of this promise 

 The land that he has been a wanderer in is promised to his and his 

progeny for all time 

o Psalm 80:7-19 

 Asaph begins with a plea for restoration of the nation and reminds God of 

how He has planted Israel in the land and how they are now “…burned 

with fire…,” “…cut down…,” and victimized by the peoples who surround 

them 

 This vine that is Israel needs healing secondary to sin; God’s rebuke is 

heavy upon them and Asaph is beseeching God to relent, to restore and 

revive the nation once again 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinedresser.” 

John 15:1 NASB 
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 The psalmist refers as well to “…the man of Your right hand…” and “…the 

son of man whom You made strong for Yourself” and calls upon God to 

have His hand upon that man 

 Jesus is the True Vine, hence the True Israel 

o He is the perfect fulfillment of all Israel was meant to be 

o He is the Son of Man, that strong man prepared from eternity past to be the 

propitiation for all sin of all time 

 This last I Am statement of Jesus’ is also significant as it precludes the following 

‘organic’ illustration of the Father, Christ and His body, the church 

o The vine or ‘trunk’ is Jesus 

 He is the Source of the vitality and strength needed for the branches to 

not only produce fruit, but also for life itself 

 As long as the branch remains attached to the vine, it has life 

 Jesus promises that the Father (the vinedresser) will prune all the 

branches to enable them to produce more fruit 

o Branches that do not abide in Him are not connected to the Vine, they come 

from another ‘vine’ outside of Jesus and attach themselves to the branches that 

are from the Vine 

 These foreign branches can seem to belong and even perform ‘good’ 

works that may make many think they are of the Vine, but they only 

entangle the branches from the True Vine and can reduce fruit bearing 

 God promises to “…take away…” these foreign branches, throwing them 

into the fire (15:6) 

o The branches that do abide in the True Vine 

 Remaining in the Vine ensures that I am cleansed 

 Remaining in the Vine ensures that I will bear fruit 

 Remaining in the Vine ensures my being pruned 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jay had a wonderful illustration of life in the Vine as compared with a grape 

vine: 

 A branch of a vine does not fear the vine cutting it off for not 

producing fruit 

 A branch of a vine is not worried about the quality or quantity of the 

fruit it produces and does not compare itself with its’ neighbors 

 A branch of a vine is not prideful about the fruit it is producing 

 The branch is just there, attached to the vine and receiving from the 

vine the sap that is used to produce life in itself as well as the fruit 

that is a natural outcome of that attachment to the vine 
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The Promises of the Vineyard 

1) If the Word is in us, we are clean already 

 Unlike a vine and branches, no blight will affect the branches and result in the 

ultimate death of the vine 

 Nothing of this life/world can affect the Vine and our being attached to Him 

 We are washed from our sin past, present or future  

2) What we do because we are in Jesus has eternal and ultimate value 

 What the world considers ‘big’ or important may have no eternal value 

 What the world considers ‘small’ or insignificant may have eternally significant 

value 

3) Abiding prayer is a win-win situation 

 Vocation-my calling as a disciple of the Vine  

 Avocation-my career/job/profession 

 My work in my career can be enhanced by my vocation as a disciple of Jesus; 

even once my career is over (for whatever reason), my calling as His disciple 

continues 

4) Abiding in Christ will equal a joyful life 

 Any true hedonist should be in the Vine as it is only in Him that true, everlasting 

pleasure can be found 

 In the midst of any struggle, trial, pain or suffering, an overriding Joy will remain 

in any branch in the Vine (it may be buried pretty deep, but it is there) 

5) The Gospel/the Cross is at the heart of Jesus’ metaphor 

 The Cross is central to our being in the Vine as it is His finished work that opens 

the door to an incredible invitation  

 We are the friends of God Himself; not servants blind to the master’s bidding and 

fearful of his wrath, but friends who are included in the inner counsels of the 

Father’s plan and embraced by Him  

6) This metaphor is an illustration of the Holy Spirit’s work within us 

 Galatians 5:22,23 lists the fruit of the Spirit within any branch of the Vine 

o Love 

o Joy 

o Peace 

o Patience 

o Kindness 

o Goodness 

o Faithfulness 

o Gentleness 

o Self-control 
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 An old friend, Doug Klinsing (CMA minister) once told me that it is no accident 

that Love leads the way in this list; it is from Love that all else comes.  He said 

that an alternative way for the verse to be read or understood would be; 

‘But the fruit of the Spirit is Love and Love will bring about Joy, Peace, 

Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-Control.’ 

In closing, Jay made several observations: 

 The Father’s Glory is on the line 

o By my loving others (even the unlovable) I best reflect Him and bring Him glory 

o When I keep to myself or limit my reach to those who are ‘like me’ (my four and no 

more), we cloud the image of the Father to a world that may not realize it, but are 

searching for the Vine 

 The world hates the Vine 

o As the world hates the Vine, they also hate the branches and the fruit we produce 

o Those from foreign vines will attack the branches of the Vine for no other reason 

than our reflection of Messiah, but that should not affect or spoil the vintage that we  

produce 


