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Continuing the lesson in John, Jay takes us from love to hate, prefacing the lesson in John 15 

and 16 with a look ahead to the High Priestly prayer (the real Lord’s Prayer) in John 17 where 

Jesus intercedes with the Father on behalf of His disciples: 

 “I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have 

given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with 

them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have 

guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of 

destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.” (vss. 11, 12) 

 “I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 

because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do 

not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them 

from the evil one.” (vss. 14, 15) 

In, but not of the world is how Jesus characterizes those soon-to-be apostles and how we 

should be as well.  What does that mean though?   

 We are souls inhabiting physical bodies, living in a fallen world and have switched 

allegiances by betraying the prince of this world and choosing to follow Messiah the King 

 As Satan and his minions hated Messiah because of His Word and Work, so he will hate 

all who follow the Way 

o Jesus tells the disciples (and us through their record) that as the world (cosmos, 

culture, environment) hated Him, they also will hate us (15:18, 19) 

o We should not expect anything different as we are His servants (15:20) 

o Paul speaks to this through his words to Timothy, that we should embrace the 

suffering as a sign of ownership (2 Ti. 1:8; 2:3, 9; 4:5) as if we floated 

downstream like any other dead fish, we would encounter no resistance 

o Something C.S. Lewis once shared seems particularly apt here; “You find out the 

strength of a wind by trying to walk against it, not by lying down.” 

“These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept 

from stumbling.  They will make you outcasts from the 

synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you 

to think that he is offering service to God.” 

John 16:1, 2 NASB 
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Who we are should be defined by God, He must be our Source and the only One we seek for 

approval; living like that a disciple will thrive.  If we seek to define ourselves by the world’s 

measure or if we depend upon their approval, we will live lives of confusion and frustration as 

believers. 

The Vintage of the Gospel is a sweet wine to those who believe, but to the world it is a sour, 

bitter brew that they will quickly spit out and produce only hatred and hostility at those who 

know its sweetness 

 This hostility can be overt and violent or (in my opinion far worse) a patronizing 

acquiescence that masks their peering down their collective noses at our ignorance for 

accepting such nonsense 

 This hostility can, if allowed, produce in believers the following 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have all heard stories of how those believers in the most horrifically hostile cultures to the 

Gospel are often so giving and gracious to those who hate them, even while they are being 

attacked.  Foxes Book of Martyrs as well as such ministries as Voice of the Martyrs has shared 

countless stories of such and apart from the presence of the Spirit there is no explanation for 

such grace 

The world is deaf to Jesus’ Word and blind to His Works; enslaved to the god of this world, they 

will in a myriad of ways lash out at those who replicate in any form the Word or Work of Jesus 

 As Jay pointed out, it was not any gentile nation or people that were the strongest 

persecutors of the early church, it was Jews! 

 The Romans were willing to overlook this growing ‘cult’ until they realized that it was not 

a form of Judaism, only then did real civil persecution begin against all the Body 

 Jesus spoke to how this invective was prophesied in the Psalms (35:19; 69:4) and again 

warns us all that such will be our fate as well as long as we remain faithful to Him, but 

Fear of rejection 

 Doubt about our beliefs 

  Loneliness at our apparent isolation 

   Spiritual fatigue 

    Resentment  

     Reflection of hostility back at the world 
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again reassures the disciples (and us) that the Spirit of Truth will come alongside us to 

bear witness with us that we are His 

Jay shared a story of how as a teenager his family was invited to tour the U.S.S. Carl Vinson by 

a family friend who was the commanding officer of that big target (okay, a little dig secondary 

to my time in submarines and our disdain for all ‘skimmers’ [surface sailors]) 

 Because he was there at the personal invitation of the Captain of that ship and wore a 

sign telling others he was a V.I.P., any honor due the Captain was also due him 

 There was no place on that mighty ship that would be off limits to him (somewhat 

obviously there would be exceptions; don’t think they’d tour the weapons locker where 

the nukes were stored) 

 As Jay pointed out, however, the negative side of that would be if they were in an area 

hostile to the U.S., the same abuse thrown at the crew of the Carl Vinson would be 

directed at him as well 

Whose V.I.P. sign are we wearing and (almost as important) is it on a lanyard that can be 

quickly removed or flipped over to hide our allegiance to Jesus as necessary if things seem too 

hot for us 

Yes, we do have much to look forward to at Home, but we’re not there yet.  Can we face the 

hatred and misunderstanding we will encounter daily or will we (as the earlier quote from Mr. 

Lewis puts it) “…lay down…” 

Jesus faced far worse and endured because of His fixing His eyes on the prize ahead.  Can we 

do any less as we go through the world and remain apart from it but willing to reach into that 

pit to share (with our blood if necessary) the Good News? 

“…looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

Hebrews 12:2 CEV 

 

 

 


